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CORONATION OF CHARLES HI AND CAMILLA 


Charles's coronation took place at Westminster 
Abbey on 6 May 2023. Plans had been made for 
many years, under the code name Operation Golden 
Orb. Reports before his accession suggested that 
Charles's coronation would be simpler than his 
mother's in 1953, with the ceremony expected to be 
"shorter, smaller, less expensive, and more 
representative of different faiths and community 
groups - falling in line with the King's wish to reflect 
the ethnic diversity of modern Britain. Nonetheless, 
the coronation was a Church of England rite, 
including the coronation oath, the anointment, 
delivery of the orb, and enthronement. 


The coronation of Charles Ill and his wife, Camilla, as king and queen of the United Kingdom and the other 
Commonwealth realms, took place on 6 May 2023 at Westminster Abbey. Charles acceded to the throne on 8 
September 2022, upon the death of his mother, Elizabeth Il. 


The ceremony was structured around an Anglican service of Holy Communion. It included Charles taking an oath, 
being anointed with holy oil, and receiving the coronation regalia, emphasising his spiritual role and secular 
responsibilities. Representatives of the Church of England and the British royal family declared their allegiance to 
him, and the people throughout the Commonwealth realms were invited to do so. Camilla was crowned in a shorter 
and simpler ceremony. 

After the service, members of the royal family travelled to Buckingham Palace in a state procession and appeared on 
the palace's rear and front balconies. The service was altered from past coronations to represent multiple faiths, 
cultures, and communities across the United Kingdom, and was shorter than Elizabeth II's coronation in 1953. 


The coronation elicited both celebrations and protests in the United Kingdom and the other Commonwealth realms. 
Celebrations in the UK included street parties, volunteering, special commemorative church services, and a concert 
at Windsor Castle on 7 May. 
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Surveys carried out in April 2023 suggested that the British public was ambivalent toward the event and its funding; 
the events in London and Windsor drew large crowds, but were also protested against by republican groups. Dozens 
of these protestors were arrested, drawing criticism from human rights groups. Commonwealth realms including 
Antigua and Barbuda, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand held celebrations, but other realms used the event to 
highlight issues such as the effects of British colonialism. 


Charles and Camilla's coronation was the first of a British monarch in the 21st century and the 40th to be held at 
Westminster Abbey since the coronation of William the Conqueror in 1066. 


Background 

Charles III became king immediately upon the death of his mother, Elizabeth Il, at 15:10 BST on Thursday 8 September 
2022. He was proclaimed king by the Accession Council of the United Kingdom on Saturday 10 September, which was 
followed by proclamations in other Commonwealth realms. During Elizabeth's reign, planning meetings for Charles's 
coronation, codenamed "Operation Golden Orb", were held at least once a year, attended by representatives of the 
government, the Church of England, and Charles's staff. 
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Service and procession 


The organisation of the coronation was the responsibility of the earl w= NS Cees GR 

marshal, Edward Fitzalan-Howard. A committee of privy counsellors — § gegeeshe ‘Psp Y (iY... 
arranged the event. On 11 October 2022, the date of the coronation iy S sy 3 ae ee Yes a 
was announced as 6 May 2023, a choice made to ensure sufficient ee ee 9, 
time to mourn the death of Queen Elizabeth Il before holding the (295) KINGCHARLESII & QUEENCAMILA QJ) 
ceremony. ey) By Commant of Th Keg yee 
Invitation to the coronation of King Charles Ill and Queen Camilla ——- » :; =——— 
A Coronation Claims Office was established within the Cabinet Mh 7 a Sen, 
Office to handle claims to perform a historic or ceremonial role at SEA | —- Womianrnscoadeyfnysess | aaa? 
the coronation, replacing the Court of Claims. The posts oflordhigh ~ re - 
steward and lord high constable of England, which are now only Be. 
named for coronations, were given to General Sir Gordon Messenger = 


and Admiral Sir Tony Radakin, respectively. 


The holy anointing oil used in the service was 
consecrated at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre on 6 
March 2023 by Patriarch Theophilos Ill of Jerusalem, 
under the supervision of Hosam Naoum, the Anglican 
archbishop of Jerusalem. It was based on the same 
formula as the oil used in the coronation of Elizabeth Il, 
but without animal products such as civet. 

Military dress rehearsals took place on 17, 18, and 19 
April. On 3 May, Charles and Camilla, William, Prince of 
Wales, Catherine, Princess of Wales, their children, and 
Anne, Princess Royal, attended coronation rehearsals at 
Westminster Abbey. 

Westminster Abbey was closed to tourists and 
worshippers from 25 April for preparations, and would 
not re-open until 8 May. As at previous coronations, 
many attendees had an obscured view, as the abbey's 
nave was filled to capacity. 
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Carl XVI Gustaf (Carl Gustaf Folke 
Hubertus; born 30 April 1946) is King of 
Sweden. He ascended the throne on the 
death of his grandfather, Gustaf VI Adolf, on 
15 September 1973. Reign 15 September 
1973 — present (50 years 15 Sept. 2023)- 
Longest reigning Regent in Europe now 
alive. He therefore had the privilege of 
sitting in the front row with his daughter 
Crown Princess Viktoria. 


Victoria, Crown Princess 
of Sweden, Duchess of 
Vastergotland (Victoria 
Ingrid Alice Désirée; 
born 14 July 1977) 
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Members of reigning royal houses 


The King of Bahrain 

Bahrain The Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister of Bahrain 

Belgium The King[a] and Queen of the 
Belgians 

Belgium The Duchess of Brabant, 
Bhutan The King and Queen of Bhutan 
Brunei The Sultan of Brunei 

Brunei Prince Abdul Mateen of Brunei 
he Crown Prince and Crown Princess of 
Denmark, (representing the Queen of 
Denmark)Eswatini The King and Queen of 
Eswatini 

Japan The Crown Prince[a] and Crown 
Princess of Japan[a] (representing the 
Emperor of Japan) 

Jordan The King and Queen of Jordan 
The Crown Prince of Kuwait 


The King and Queen of Lesotho 

Liechtenstein The Hereditary Prince and 
Hereditary Princess of Liechtenstein, Luxembourg 
The Grand Duke and Grand Duchess of 
Luxembourg Malaysia The Yang di Pertuan Agong 
and Raja Permaisuri Agong of MalaysiaMonaco 
The Prince and Princess of Monaco Morocco 
Princess Lalla Meryem of Morocco 

Netherlands Princess Beatrix of the Netherlands, 
Netherlands The King and Queen of the 
Netherlands 

Netherlands The Princess of Orange, 

Norway The Crown Prince[a] and Crown Princess 
of Norway 

The Crown Prince of Oman 

The Emir and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad of 
Qatar 

Prince Turki bin Mohammed AI Saud of Saudi 
Arabia 


The King and Queen of Spain, 
Sweden The King of Sweden, 
Sweden The Crown Princess 
of Sweden, 

Thailand The King and Queen 
of Thailand 

Tonga The King and Queen of 
Tonga 

United Arab Emirates Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan of Abu Dhabi 
(representing the Emir of Abu 
Dhabi and President of the 
United Arab Emirates) 
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Australia 
Australia, 

New South Wales 
South Wales 
Victoria (state) 
Queensland 
Queensland 
Western Australia 
Western Australia 
South Australia 
Australia 
Tasmania 


, governor-general of Australia, 


ae 


Australia 


, prime minister of 
governor of New [{ 


, governor of Victoria 
, governor of 


, governor of , athlete, Olympian and Australian flag bearer 
, principal ballet dancer for the Royal Ballet for 21 years 
, singer, songwriter, actor, novelist and screenwriter 
artist and the creator and curator of Coe Gallery 
, comedian, presenter, writer and disability rights advocate 
, founder of Street Side Medics 
, public speaker, board director and youth advocate 
, London-based nurse who worked for the NHS 


, governor of South 


, governor of Tasmania 


"3 _ sles , studying a PhD in Genomic Medicine and Statistics 
7} iS , arts leader and the inaugural CEO of the Barbican Centre %. 4 
, Associate Professor of Statistics in Vaccinology at the Oxford Vaccine Group \ | ae f ‘ 
sos . . . wif a \ 4 ‘| Fx. - 4 Ny 
, recipient of the Victoria Cross for Australia CP oe. \ f 
, recipient of the Victoria Cross for Australia 3 3a A ; _- oh , / . é 
, recipient of the Victoria Cross jy ate — 
, recipient of the Australian Cross of Valour Pin 5} gM me oie a 
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Vestments and crowns 


In a break with tradition, Charles's coronation vestments (ceremonial clothes) were largely reused from previous 
coronations instead of being newly made. While it is customary for the supertunica and robe royal to be reused, 
Charles also wore vestments first used by George IV, George V, George VI, and Elizabeth II. Camilla similarly reused 
vestments, including Elizabeth Il's robe of state, but also wore a new robe of estate featuring her cypher, bees, a 
beetle, and various plants and flowers. She also wore a new coronation gown, created by Bruce Oldfield and 
embroidered with wildflowers, the United Kingdom's floral emblems, her cypher, a pair of dogs, and her 
grandchildren's names. St Edward's Crown, which was used to crown the King, was removed from the Tower of 
London in December 2022 for resizing. In February 2023 Queen Mary's Crown, which was used to crown Camilla, was 
also removed from display to be reset with Cullinan Ill, IV and V and for four of its eight detachable arches to be 
removed. The Crown of Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother was not used, to avoid a potential diplomatic dispute 
with India; the crown contains the Koh-i-Noor diamond, which is claimed by the country. The dress code for peers 
without a role in the ceremony was originally business suits or parliamentary robes, rather than the coronets, 
coronation robes, and court dress traditionally worn. This was changed in the week before the coronation after 
protests, with peers allowed to wear coronation robes but not coronets. The general dress code for men was 
morning dress, a lounge suit or national dress. 
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Art 

The United Kingdom coronation emblem 

The official photographer of the coronation was Hugo Burnand, who had previously been the official photographer 
for Charles and Camilla's wedding in 2005. Eileen Hogan was selected to paint the coronation ceremony, and Peter 
Kuhfeld and Paul Benney to paint the coronation portraits of Charles and Camilla respectively. 

Andrew Jamieson was commissioned to create the coronation invitation, which featured the couple's coats of arms, 
the floral emblems of the United Kingdom, and a Green Man amid other British wildflowers and wildlife. The 
coronation emblem was designed by Jony lve with his creative collective LoveFrom, and depicts the floral emblems 
of the United Kingdom in the shape of St Edward's Crown. There are versions of the emblem in both English and 
Welsh. The procession into the abbey was led by the Cross of Wales, a new processional cross commissioned by 
Charles to mark the centenary of the Church in Wales. It includes relics of the True Cross gifted to the King by Pope 
Francis. The screen which concealed the King during his anointing was designed by iconographer Aidan Hart and 
embroidered by the Royal School of Needlework. It includes 56 leaves embroidered with the names of the members 
of the Commonwealth of Nations. The Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom, Simon Armitage, released a new poem, 
An Unexpected Guest, to mark the coronation. The poem follows a woman invited to attend the coronation in 
Westminster Abbey, and quotes Samuel Pepys' experience at the coronation of Charles Il in 1661. 
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Music 

Twelve new pieces were commissioned for the service and used alongside older works, including several used at 
previous coronations. 

Six of the new commissions were performed by the orchestra before the service — those by Judith Weir; Kar! 
Jenkins; a vocal piece by Sarah Class performed by Pretty Yende; Nigel Hess, Roderick Williams, and Shirley J. 
Thompson; lain Farrington; and a new march by Patrick Doyle. New compositions by Roxanna Panufnik, Tarik 
O'Regan, and Andrew Lloyd Webber were part of the service, and Debbie Wiseman composed two related pieces, one 
of which was performed by the Ascension Choir. Existing works by William Byrd, George Frideric Handel, Edward 
Elgar, Walford Davies, William Walton, Hubert Parry, and Ralph Vaughan Williams were included, as they had been at 
previous coronations. Six pieces were performed in new arrangements by John Rutter. 

In tribute to the King's 64-year tenure as Prince of Wales the Kyrie was set in Welsh by Paul Mealor and was sung by 
Bryn Terfel. Greek Orthodox music was included in the service in tribute to the King's ancestry and his late father, 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. The director of music for the coronation was Andrew Nethsingha, the organist and 
master of the choristers at the abbey. Before the service John Eliot Gardiner conducted the Monteverdi Choir and 
English Baroque Soloists. 
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Procession to the abbey 

The Diamond Jubilee State Coach carrying Charles and Camilla outside 
Buckingham Palace 

On the day of the coronation Charles and Camilla travelled to Westminster 
Abbey in procession. They departed Buckingham Palace at 10:20 BST and went 
along The Mall, down Whitehall and along Parliament Street, and around the east 
and south sides of Parliament Square before reaching the Great West Door of 
Westminster Abbey, a distance of 1.42 miles (2.29 km). Charles and Camilla used 
the Diamond Jubilee State Coach, drawn by six Windsor Greys, and were 
accompanied by the Sovereign's Escort of the Household Cavalry Mounted 
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The procession into the abbey was led by leaders and representatives from non-Christian religions, including the 
Baha’, Buddhist, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Shia and Sunni Muslim, Sikh, and Zoroastrian communities. They were 
followed by Christian leaders from different Christian denominations, including the Church of England. After this the 
flags of the Commonwealth realms were carried by representatives, accompanied by their governors general and 
prime ministers. The choir followed. 

Charles and Camilla arrived shortly before 11:00 and formed 
their own procession. It was led by four peers,[c] who carried 
heraldic standards displaying the quarterings of the royal coat 
of arms and the arms of the Principality of Wales, while the 
king's champion, Francis Dymoke, carried the royal standard. 
The Lord High Constable of England and the Earl Marshal also 
took part. Charles and Camilla were each attended by four 
pages of honour, including Prince George of Wales and 
Camilla's grandsons. Camilla was also accompanied by two 
ladies in attendance: Annabel Elliot, her sister, and Fiona 
Petty-Fitzmaurice, the marchioness of Lansdowne. 
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The Coronation Chair, which housed the Stone of Scone, was used by Charles 
during the ceremony. 


The Coronation Chair, also known as St Edward's Chair or King Edward's Chair, 
is an ancient wooden chair[a] on which British monarchs sit when they are 
invested with regalia and crowned at their coronations. It was commissioned in 
1296 by King Edward | to contain the coronation stone of Scotland—known as the 
Stone of Destiny—which had been captured from the Scots. The chair was named 
after Edward the Confessor and was kept in his shrine at Westminster Abbey. 
Before administering the oath, the Archbishop of Canterbury acknowledged the 
existence of multiple faiths and beliefs in the United Kingdom. Charles then took 
the coronation oath, in which he swore to govern each of his countries according 
to their respective laws and customs, to administer law and justice with mercy, 
and to uphold Protestantism in the United Kingdom and protect the Church of 
England. Subsequently, he made the statutory accession declaration. 


Charles then signed a written form of the oath, before kneeling before the altar 
and saying a prayer. 
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St Edward's Crown, the Orb, the Sovereign's Sceptre with 
Cross, the Sovereign's Sceptre with Dove, and the 
Sovereign's Ring 


In the next part of the service, Charles was presented with 
several items from the coronation regalia. The spurs, 
Armills, Sword of State, and Sword of Offering were given 
to the King, who touched them with his hand, before they 
were removed again. During this, Psalm 71 was chanted in 
Greek by an Orthodox choir in tribute of the King's father, 
Prince Philip, who was born a prince of Greece. The Greek 
Orthodox choir was requested personally by the King. The 
King was invested with the stole royal, robe royal, and the 
sovereign's orb, and presented with the sovereign's ring. 
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The King then was crowned by the Archbishop of Canterbury, with the Archbishop 
and then the congregation chanting, "God save the King!". At the moment of 
crowning the church bells of the abbey rang, 21-gun salutes were fired at 13 
locations around the United Kingdom and on deployed Royal Navy ships, and 62- 
gun salutes and a six-gun salvo were fired from the Tower of London and Horse 
Guards Parade. 

Charles then received a Christian blessing read by the Anglican Archbishop of 
York, the Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Thyateira and Great Britain, the Moderator 
of the Free Churches, the Secretary General of the ecumenical Christian 
organisation Churches Together in England, the Roman Catholic Cardinal 
Archbishop of Westminster, and the Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury. Charles 
moved to the throne (originally made for George VI in 1937) and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and William, Prince of Wales, offered him their fealty. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury then invited the people of the United Kingdom and the other 
Commonwealth realms to swear allegiance to the King, the first time this has 
occurred. 
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The next part of the service concerned Camilla. She was anointed in public 
view, thought to be the first time this has occurred, and then presented with 
the Queen Consort's Ring. The Queen then was crowned by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury using Queen Mary's Crown. Camilla then was presented with the 
Queen Consort's Sceptre with Cross and the Queen Consort's Rod with Dove 
(which, unlike other Queen Consorts, she chose not to carry), before sitting on 
her own throne (originally made for Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother in 1937) 
beside the King.This was the first coronation of a consort since that of 
Charles's grandmother Queen Elizabeth in 1937. 

At the end of the service the King changed into the Imperial State Crown. 
Charles and Camilla then proceeded to the west door of the abbey as the 
national anthem, "God Save the King", was sung. At the end of the procession 
the King received a greeting by leaders and representatives from non-Christian 
faiths (Jewish, Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Buddhist), during which the Imperial State 
Crown was temporarily removed from the King's head and held by the Crown 
Jeweller. 


le = The King and Queen returning from 
=_ Westminster Abbey to Buckingham Palace in 
| the Gold State Coach 


A close up of the artwork 
by Giovanni Cipriani 
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State Procession to Buckingham Palace 

The King and Queen returning from Westminster Abbey to Buckingham Palace in the Gold State Coach 

The second procession followed the same route as the first, but in reverse and on a larger scale. The King and 
Queen were carried in the Gold State Coach, drawn by eight Windsor Grey horses, with other members of the royal 
family in other vehicles. 

The armed forces of the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth, and the British Overseas Territories played a 
significant part. Over 5,000 members of the British Armed Forces and 400 Armed Forces personnel from at least 35 
other Commonwealth countries were part of the two processions, and 1,000 lined the route. The Sovereign's 
Bodyguard, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and Royal Watermen also took part in the procession, and the 
Royal British Legion formed a Guard of Honour of 100 Standard Bearers in Parliament Square The Princess Royal 
and the Commander of the Household Cavalry served as the Gold Stick-in-Waiting and Silver Stick-in-Waiting, 
respectively. At Buckingham Palace, the King and Queen stood on the rear balcony and received a royal salute and 
three cheers from the armed forces, who were massed in the garden, then joined other members of the royal family 
on the front balcony to review a flypast by helicopters and the Red Arrows aerobatic team. A six-minute flypast of 68 
aircraft was planned, but prevented by rain and low cloud. 
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On 2 May, the King and Queen attended a 
celebratory pre-coronation reception at 
Westminster Hall. They are due to host 
coronation garden parties at Buckingham 
Palace on 3 and 9 May and at the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse on 4 July. On 5 May, Charles 
hosted a reception at Buckingham Palace for 
the governors-general, presidents, prime 
ministers, and other leaders of the 56 
Commonwealth states. Together with the 
Prince and Princess of Wales, he greeted 
crowds at The Mall during a walkabout. 
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The Coronation Concert was a British music concert, 
held outside Windsor Castle on 7 May 2023, in 
celebration of the coronation of King Charles Ill and 
Queen Camilla. The concert began at 20:30 (BST), 
hosted by actor Hugh Bonneville. The Prince of 
Wales paid tribute to his father in a short speech. The 
concert was attended by 20,000 members of the 
public. The "Coronation Concert" was held at 
Windsor Castle's East Lawn. The BBC produced, 
staged, and broadcast the event. A national ballot 
was held between 10 and 28 February to distribute 
5,000 pairs of free tickets for the public based on the 
geographical spread of the UK population. 


Performances 

The concert featured performances from artists including Lionel Richie, Katy Perry, Andrea Bocelli, Sir Bryn Terfel, 
Alexis Ffrench, Zak Abel, Take That featuring Robin Schulz and Calum Scott, Paloma Faith, Tiwa Savage, Steve 
Winwood, Lang Lang, Nicole Scherzinger, Olly Murs, Pete Tong, and Sonam Kapoor. 

Tom Cruise, Dame Joan Collins, Winnie-the-Pooh, Piglet, Kermit the Frog, Miss Piggy, Sir Tom Jones, Hugh Jackman, 
Richard E. Grant, Pierce Brosnan, Bear Grylls, Dynamo, Tracey Emin, Giovanna Fletcher, and Oti Mabuse appeared in 
a series of pre-recorded sketches and segments. In addition to performances by singers, musicians, and stage and 
screen actors, the show also featured "The Coronation Choir" composed of community choirs and amateur singers 
such as refugee choirs, NHS choirs, LGBTQ+ singing groups, and deaf signing choirs. 


"Greatest Day", "Shine", 
“Never Forget" 


The "Abolish the Monarchy" 
demonstration in Trafalgar Square while 
the coronation was occurring. To 
control disruptive protests, as well as 
terror threats and general crime, the 
police and security services from 
across the UK deployed a large number 
of physical barriers, armed officers, and 
police drones in London. Over 11,500 
police officers were on duty on the day 
of the coronation. The Metropolitan 
Police stated that 64 people were 
arrested on the day of the coronation 
for "affray, public order offences. 
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CORONATION OF CHARLES Il AND CAMILLA , as a d 
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The ballroom of Government House, Perth 
during an open house to mark the coronation. 
A group poses next to a photo portrait of 
Charles and Camilla in the background. 
Celebrating Charles III's coronation as king of 
Australia, buildings and monuments across 
the country were illuminated in royal purple on 
6 and 7 May. A flag notice was also issued, 
urging the display of the national flag, the 
Aboriginal flag, and Torres Strait Islander flag 
throughout the coronation weekend. 

On 7 May, the Australian Defence Force fired a 
21-gun salute from the forecourt of Parliament 
House, followed by a flypast by the Royal 
Australian Air Force. 


